Turning the Water Back On!
January 2, 2026

On Christmas Eve, I like to get to the office early.

It’s quiet. Still. Calm in a way that helps me get my head where it needs to be before
stepping into the beautiful chaos of public worship.

That morning, I arrived early... and discovered we had no water.

Awesome.

Thankfully, there are people on our ministry teams who handle these kinds of things—
but it was Christmas Eve, and I wasn’t about to dump that problem on someone. Surely
it would be resolved by the time I came back after Christmas to finish up some SOUL

work.

A few days passed.
Still no water.

Our PAC lead (who graciously oversees facilities) reached out to the water company.
They assured us it was a “pressure issue” from the holiday week and that they were on it.

Sunday morning—still no water.
Monday morning—still no water.

It turns out it’s hard to pour candles (especially when the Governor’s office orders 50
more!) when there’s no water.

So Bob—who oversees facilities and does it with endless patience—called again. This
time, he asked for someone to actually come out.

When they finally arrived on Tuesday, they discovered the water had been turned off at
the road.

Their first words to me?
“One of you guys must have done it.”

I won’t bore you with all the reasons that statement made no sense—especially since
we’d been calling repeatedly, along with the neighbors, trying to get the water back on.

But here’s the part that stuck with me.

By the time they told me it was fixed, I honestly didn’t care whose fault it was. I was just
grateful the water was back on.



Still, I noticed how quickly our instinct is to place blame.

As we step into a new year, that feels worth paying attention to.

So many of us begin January focused on what went wrong last year—what we messed
up, who disappointed us, where things fell apart. Sometimes we aim that blame
outward. Sometimes we turn it inward and beat ourselves up with it.

But starting well isn’t about blame.

It’s about clarity.

The water didn’t come back on because someone defended themselves better or argued
harder. It came back on because someone finally went to the source and did the next
right thing.

That’s how we'’re starting the year at West.

This Sunday, we begin a new message series called "Unsubscribe — Getting Your Life
Back in a Crazy World."

We’re going to talk about the noise we’ve normalized, the pressure we’ve accepted, and
the expectations we've stayed subscribed to without even realizing it—and how faith
invites us to let go of what drains us instead of gives us life.

If the world feels loud...

If you're tired of reacting instead of living...

If you're ready to begin the year with more intention and less chaos...
Join us on Sunday.

And invite a friend to come with you—or to listen online. New beginnings are better
when we don’t try to do them alone.

Sometimes starting fresh isn’t about fixing everything.
It’s about finding the shut-off valve... and choosing to turn the water back on.

Grace and Peace,
Andrea



